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Thematic corpora in discourse analysis

Corpus linguistics offers powerful tools for comparing different registers, genres, 
and text sources. Discourse analysts use these tools to answer questions such 
as:

- What sort of language is used to describe different phenomena? How are 
social issues represented, “framed”?

- What are the most pertinent topics of a given time-period?
- How different news outlets are different to one another

in terms of style, content, ideology?



Exploring framing

Is taxation a “burden” or an “investment”? What kind of texts could be gathered 
to examine this issue?

Is love a “conquest”, a “journey” or a “game”?

How to survive a pandemic? Do you go to “fight it” or do you “stick to the rules”?
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Multimodal approaches in 
linguistics explore the way meaning 
is created as a combination of 
different modes, for example 

● speech and gesture
● writing and pictures

For research purposes, multimodal 
corpora need to be annotated. 
Establishing annotation protocols 
for different modalities is often an 
academic challenge in itself.

Multimodality



Example: TV News Archive
https://archive.org/details/tv



Example: Annotated dataset in Exmaralda 
Partitur Editor



Example: VisMet



Example: EU 
Referendum leaflets 
(LSE  digital 
archive)
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